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HAER No. PA-293 

Between T571 and Rte 981, .3 miles W of Trauger, Mt. Pleasant 
Township, Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania 

1889 

Stark Brothers, Greensburg, Pennsylvania 

unknown 

abandoned 

One of many coke works established in the ConneHsville Coke 
Regions of Westmoreland and Fayette County, Hecla No. 2 mine was 
developed by Thomas Laird to supply coal for approximately 500 coke 
ovens eventually constructed on the site.  Unlike most coking sites in 
the region, oven faces were of brick and concrete block and not cut 
stone. 

In February, 1987, the Historic American Engineering Record 
(HAER) and the Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) began a 
multi-year historical and architectural documentation project in 
southwestern Pennsylvania.  Carried out in conjunction with 
America's Industrial Heritage Project (AIHP), HAER undertook a 
comprehensive inventory of Westmoreland County to identify the 
region's surviving historic engineering works and industrial resources. 

Gray Fitzsimons and Kenneth Rose, Editors 
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DESCRIPTION:   No mine buildings survive in the Hecia area. (There were two mines, Hecla No. 1 
and No. 3, which were both closed by 1929.) Part of the beehive coke works survives at Hecla No. 
3. One row of bank ovens and two rows of beehive block ovens extend along the north side of 
Sewickley Creek. A total of nearly 150 ovens of brick construction and nearly fifty with concrete- 
block fronts constitute this battery of coke ovens. A reservoir, just east of the ovens, is now used as a 
fishing pond. It was originally built to impound water used for quenching coke produced at Hecla No. 
2. 

The town of Trauger once included four rows of company-built houses situated above the coke works 
along Sewickley Creek. The majority of these houses and the company store have been burned or 
demolished. Only about five company-built houses survive: three are on Second Street, one is on 
Apple Street, and the fifth is on an unnamed street to the east. Though somewhat altered in 
appearance the five surviving houses are in good condition. They are identical in construction and are 
T-shaped two-story wood-frame buildings with gable roofs, two brick chimneys, and a rubble stone 
foundation. Originally these were double houses; however, they have been converted into single- 
family houses. Trauger features one other architecturally impressive historic building, the St. Mary's 
Byzantine Catholic Church. Standing on the south side of Route 981, this large brick building was 
built in 1914 in the Spanish Renaissance style. It is in excellent condition. 

HISTORY:  Located at the southern junction of the West Penn Branch of the Pennsylvania Railroad, 
the Hecla Coke Company, controlled by the Thaw interests of Pittsburgh, established the town of 
Hecla, and the Hecla mine No. 1 and coke works in 1882. Seven years later the Hecla Coke 
Company built a second town which it named Trauger, along with Hecla No. 2 mine and coke works. 
(Trauger subsequently became the larger of the two operations; see entry below.) In 1902 Hecla Coke 
developed a third mine and coke works, south of Hecla No. 1. Hecla No. 3, a shaft-entry mine, 
contained a stee! head frame, 92' high, a brick boiler house and hoisting engine, a blacksmith and 
repair shop, a fan house which contained a 15' diameter Capell fan, and a lamp house and oil house 
each of brick construction. 

In 1889 the Hecla Coke Company, led by Thomas Laird, developed its No. 2 mine and coke works. 
W. G. Wilkins, a Pittsburgh mining engineer, was retained by the company to design and lay out the 
colliery and mine. The company sank a shaft about 223' deep and lined it with large oak timbers. The 
shaft contained three sections, two of which were used for hauling men, coal, and materials. The 
third section was for the pumpway. The original head frame was of heavy timber construction, stood 
35' high, and supported iron sheaves 12' in diameter. The Jeansville Iron Works of Jeansville, 
Pennsylvania, manufactured the winding engines which were housed in a brick engine house 
(measuring 50' x 40'). The boilers were housed in a brick building with an iron roof (the building 
measuring about 79* x 54'). Coal was to be delivered to a nearby large beehive coke works that was 
under construction and was to contain 500 ovens when completed. The Stark Brothers of Greensburg 
served as contractors of the construction of the coke works and mine buildings. In addition, the Hecla 
Coke Company contracted with the firm of Wallis & Carley of Sharon, Pennsylvania, to build twenty- 
three double houses, along with an office and company store. 
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By 1890 these facilities were complete and the mine was running. Miners produced nearly 98,000 
tons of coal that year and the coke works, with 300 ovens in operation, produced more than 61,000 
tons of coke. Both the mine and coke works employed 260 persons. These production figures rose to 
357,000 tons of coal produced annually by 1900 and 254,000 tons of coke produced that year, using 
500 beehive coke ovens. The company employed 448 persons at Hecla No. 2 in 1900. Six years later 
the H. C. Frick Coke Company acquired the Hecla Coke Company and installed H. L. Henderson as 
superintendent at Trauger. Through the 1910s, Hecla No. 2 was averaging about 225,000 tons of coal 
and 140,000 tons of coke each year. The population at Trauger during the 1910s was about 1,000 
persons. The H. C. Frick Coke Company continued to operate Hecla No. 2 until 1925 when Frick 
permanently closed the mine and coke works. 

The H. C. Frick Coke Company acquired the properties of the Hecla Coke Company in 1906. This 
included the two towns, Hecla and Trauger, and the Nos. 1, 2, and 3 mines and coke works. Hecla 
No. 1 had 272 coke ovens, and Nos. 2 and 3 each had 300 coke ovens. In 1906 the three coke works 
produced over 401,000 tons of coke, and the three mines employed 814 miners. In the 1910s the 
population of Hecla numbered about 1,000 persons. By 1918 Hecla Nos. 1 and 3 were superintended 
by A. H. Pollins with No. 3 leading slightly in the production of coal. That year No. 3 produced over 
285,000 tons of coal, compared to the nearly 270,000 tons produced at No, 1. Except for the years 
1921-22, from the late 1910s through the mid 1920s production of coal at No. 1 and No. 3 remained 
about the same as that produced in 1918. During this period coke production generally remained 
above 150,000 tons per year at each of the coke works. 

In 1926 the company reduced its operations at Hecla No. 1. Only eleven coke ovens were used at No. 
1 and the mine produced less than 30,000 tons of coal. Production at Hecla No. 3 diminished the 
following year and Frick closed the mine and coke works in 1928. One year later the company 
abandoned Hecla No. 1. Soon after Hecla No. 3 was closed Frick removed the company-built houses 
on Goat Hill which were located near the No. 3 works. 
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